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Overview of  2017 Major Government Policies and Programs



Introduction 
Introduction 

Town Hall Meetings are decentralised means of 
giving the members and leaders of the various 
communities nationwide the opportunity to get 
together to discuss the progress and emerging 
issues of both the central and local 
government.

This year, the Ministry of Information is holding 
Town Hall Meetings in all Districts and at the 
Metropolitan and Municipal Levels to bring the 
entire nation up to speed on major Gov’t 
Policies & Programs and to obtain feedback 
from the citizenry for the Development and 
Governance process across the Nation.



Food and Agriculture
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❑ 201,000 farmers registered under the Planting For Food and Jobs 
campaign and supported with farm inputs.

❑ Fertilizers and seeds prices subsidized by 50% - the first in the history of 
the subsidy Programme of Ghana.

❑ 11,883 youth (national service farms, commercial farms, etc) engaged in 
the Planting for Food and Jobs, through  its Youth in Agric module.

❑ 2,420,000 bags (121,000) metric tonnes of fertilizer subsidized and 
distributed under the Planting for Food and Jobs Campaign.



Food and Agriculture 
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❑ Atleast 13,000 MT of storage capacity facilities belonging to COCOBOD 
identified and are under renovation for used as storage structure.

❑ The Cattle Ranching Project Committee has been set up to find 
lasting solution to the herdsmen-crop farmers conflict that has 
persisted for years. 

❑ 34,000 farmers have been electronically registered under the planting 
for Food and Jobs campaign. 

❑ Ghana and Ivory Coast have agreed to collaborate to tackle 
the volatility of cocoa prices. 

❑ Re- launched the Cocoa Disease and Pest Control Programme
(CODAPEC) to help boost cocoa production in the country.



Lands and Natural Resources 

❑ Government has succeeded in fighting the galamsey menace, which 
has helped protect our environment. 

❑ Over 160 youth who were engaged in illegal mining have been 
gainfully employed under the component of the Multi-Sectoral Mining 
Integrated Project. There is also a project called the Alternative 
Livelihood Project. The project would in this year employ 17,000 
youth who were engaged in illegal mining. 



Land and Natural Resources

❑ Stepped up national awareness in collaboration with the media and civil 
society on the negative impacts of illegal mining.

❑ Halted the issuance of special permits for timber logging.

❑ Banned Rosewood exports.



Land and Natural Resources

❑ Suspended the issuance of small-scale mining licenses to restructure the 
sector.

❑ Developed a 5-Year Multilateral Mining Integrated Project to improve the 
management of small scale mining to protect the environment and 
empower Ghanaians to mine in a regulated and sustainable manner.

❖ Identified prospective areas for small scale mining.
❖ Surveillance over water bodies using drones.
❖ Establish a central processing plant for gold processing.
❖ Introduce medium scale licenses where Ghanaians must own at least 51%.
❖ Small scale mining banned in or near water bodies.



Fisheries 

❑ Spread the allocation of premix fuel from 2 to 9 more OMCs as part of 
government’s effort to ensure transparency and stamp out 
corruption. 

❑ Halted the issuance of fishing licenses to stop overfishing.

❑ Trained Watch Dog committees along the coast to fight the menace of 
light fishing.



Trade and Industry

❑ GHC 456 million allocated for One District One Factory.

❑ One District One Factory launched. Ekumfi fruit processing 
Plant currently under construction.

❑ Stimulus package for industry: Government has disbursed 
GHC 220 million to support distressed but viable 
companies around the country.

❑ Government intervened to ensure the re-opening of Rider 
Steel Company which was closed since October 2016 over 
a dispute over electricity tariffs, saving about 400 jobs. 20 
other companies have received various packages to retool 
and operate.



Education

❑ Implemented the Free Senior High School Policy. A total of 470,000 children
benefitted from the program in 2017.

❑ Government has restored the teacher trainee allowance.

❑ Government has increased the capitation Grants for Basic Schools from GHC
4.5 to GHC 9.

❑ The amount under the Student Loan Trust Fund given to students every
academic year has been increased to a minimum of GH¢2,000 and GH¢3,000,
maximum.



Education 

❑ Release GHC14m for Payment of Arrears owed Teachers 
(Salaries, Allowances, and Transfer Grants).

❑ GETFund Contractors paid outstanding arrears (GHC470m).

❑ Payment of Research and Book Allowances to Lecturers in 
Public Universities (GHC45m). 

❑ Increased National Service Allowance effective April from 
GHC 350 to GHC 559.

❑ Completed draft bill for the National Research Fund.



Gender and Social Protection

❑ Established the first government adult shelter to support victims of 
human trafficking. 

❑ Established a revolving GHC 500,000 Human Trafficking Fund.

❑ LEAP has been expanded to cover more beneficiaries, from 213,000 
to 456,000 households. 

❑ Government has paid an amount of GHC285,304,109.00 to caterers 
of the school feeding programme being arrears owned from the 
(2015/2016) and (2016/2017) academic years.

❑ Government has initiated a project dubbed “Operation get-off the 
street now for a better life”. The aim of the project is to remove 
street children, people with disabilities, mentally challenged 
persons, beggars, hawkers and families living on and off the street . 



Gender and Social Protection

❑ Government  has established a Unified Case Management system 
which will offer a single platform for citizens to log on and also 
monitor grievances as well as disseminate relevant information on 
major social protection programs. 

❑ Ghana launched the  “HeForShe” Campaign on Tuesday, 
December 12, 2017 as part of the UN global agenda to ensure 
equality, equity and empowerment.

❑ The Ministry has revised and submitted the Affirmative Action 
(Gender Equality)  Bill to Cabinet for approval. 

❑ Government with support from United Nations Fund For 
Population Activities (UNFPA), has started the development of a 
database on Kayayei. 

❑ Government has launched the re-registration of prison inmates 
onto the National Health Insurance Scheme



Youth and Sports
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❑ MOYS has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with the Youth Employment Agency  to train and subsequently 
engage up to 5,000 Ghanaian youth within a two year period. 

❑ Government has secured a permanent residence for the 
coach of the Senior National Team. In the past, a colossal 
amount of GHC36,000 was spent every month housing 
coaches of black stars. 

❑ Government through MOYS succeeded in hosting the 2017 
West Africa Football Union Tournament. 

❑ The annual National Sports Festival was revived after a 
6 year-break. 



Governance

❑ All  ministers have declared their assets.

❑ Established a functional Delivery Unit at the Presidency.

❑ Established a functional Economic Management Team headed 
by the Vice President.

❑ Established a policy not to buy new cars for government 
machinery in the first year.

❑ Established a value for money unit within the Public 
Procurement Authority. This unit reviews all contracts to ensure 
that value for money information is provided on time, saving 
the nation millions.



Local Governance

❑ Allocated GHC 150 million from the DACF to clear arrears owed 
to the school feeding programme.

❑ Direct transfer of funds to YEA, NADMO, and others: 
Traditionally, districts receive their funding and then allocate 
money to beneficiary agencies. Government has directed the 
Ministry of Finance to send allocations directly to the 
respective agencies.

❑ The Ministry has disbursed  an amount  of GHC 95,086,342.69
in 2017 to forty-six Metropolitan  and Municipal  Assemblies 
for the implementation  of projects under the Urban 
Development grant  for improved service delivery. 

❑ A Rural Development Policy has been  developed  and 
validated and will serve as a guideline for coordinated service 
delivery in our rural communities .



Local Governance

❑ Increased the proportion of DACF that goes directly to 
assemblies from 33% to 50% as a result of fewer deductions 
from the centre(local government).

❑ Government has increased the share of the District Assemblies 
Common Fund from 2% to  3%.

❑ The implementation of the Labour Intensive Public Works 
Programme has led to the construction of 247 rural level sub-
projects. This has created 32,091 temporary jobs in 2017 with a 
gross wage payment of GHC 14,897,841 to beneficiaries.  
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Information

❑ The Ministry of Information in 2017 successfully 
organized 100 town hall meetings in 1OO MMDA’s across 
the country. 

❑ Instituted National Policy Summits where stakeholders 
dialogued on Government’s  economic and transformational 
agenda.

❑ The Right to Information bill has been laid in Parliament, and 
expected to be passed this year after 18 years. 



Information

❑ The Ministry of Information has made gains by improving  
transparency and public access to information through the Meet-
the-Press series. 

❑ The Ministry has set up a media monitoring center which enables 
the Ministry  to pass on relevant information to the appropriate 
Government agencies for action. 

❑ The Ministry in 2018  distributed laptops to ROI’s and DOI’s to 
enhance their work delivery. 



Accountability 

❑ The Special Prosecutor Bill was passed by parliament 
and the office established. The President appointed 
Mr. Martin ABK Amidu as Special Prosecutor.

❑ Successfully freed up AG's account that the courts 
had garnished.

❑ The Auditor General has saved the tax payer over GHC 
5.4 BILLION as a result of a special audit conducted. 

❑ Government has cut down on approvals for sole 
sourcing for contracts, saving the tax payer over GHS 
800 MILLION. 



Economy 

❑ Government ensured the reduction in inflation in 2017 –
Inflation in 2017 dropped to 11.6 percent, the lowest in over 
four years. 

❑ Government ensured fiscal discipline in the management of 
our public finances which resulted in the government 
attaining its budget deficit target the first time since 2006.

❑ Government has so far reduced the debt to GDP ratio from 
73% to 69.8% as at the end of 2017.

❑ Increased economic growth in 2017 promoted the World 
Bank to tip Ghana to be the fastest growing economy in the 
world in 2018.

❑ Ghana recorded a growth rate of 8.5% in 2017.



Economy
Taxes Abolished –

❑ Excise duty on petroleum.

❑ Levies imposed on ‘kayayei’ by local authorities.

❑ Levies imposed on religious institutions by local authorities.

❑ 1% Special Import Levy.

❑ 17.5% VAT/NHIL on domestic airline tickets.

❑ 17.5% VAT/NHIL on financial services.

❑ 17.5% VAT/NHIL on selected imported medicines not produced locally.

❑ 5% VAT/NHIL on Real Estate sales.

❑ Duty on the importation of spare parts.

Tax Reductions-
❑ National Electrification Scheme Levy from 5% to 3%.

❑ Public Lighting Levy from 5% to 2%.

❑ Special petroleum tax rate from 17.5% to 15%.



Economy
Tax Reductions -

❑National Electrification Scheme Levy from 5% to 3%.

❑Public Lighting Levy from 5% to 2%.

❑Special petroleum tax rate from 17.5% to 15%.

Interventions

❑17.5 VAT/NHIL rate was replaced with a flat rate of 3 % for 
traders.

❑Allocated the cedi equivalent of $1million( GHs 4.1 million) to 
each constituency for economic development and  poverty 
reduction.

❑Established a new policy which requires all new contracts to 
have a unique number in the GIFMIS system.



Economy 

❑ Government has introduced a paperless regime at our ports, 
which has helped in the clearing goods at the Ports reducing 
clearing time to 4 hours. This has also increased port revenue 
by over 80% since the implementation of the paperless 
system.

❑ Business confidence in the economy is on the rise and 
international sovereign credit ratings agencies like Fitch and 
Standard & Poors have upgraded Ghana's ratings.



Culture and Tourism

❑ Established a Safety Audit Unit at the Ghana Tourism 
Authority to conduct safety audits across tourist sites.

❑ Established the Creative Arts Council.

❑ Launched the Presidential Museum at the Christiansborg
Castle.

❑ Outdoored the “See Ghana, Eat Ghana, Wear Ghana, Feel 
Ghana” campaign aimed at igniting the ‘’I am Ghanaian’’ 
spirit.

❑ Work has began on a  world-class Cocoa Museum at 
Mampong Akwapim , in the Eastern Region.

❑ Work has began  for the commencement of the Marine Drive 
Tourism Investment Project, which is expected to generate 
150,000 jobs for Ghanaians.



Defence 

❑ GHC 18M was released to defray outstanding food and fuel bills for the

Armed Forces.

❑ The President in 2017 cut the sod for the commencement of the Barracks

Regeneration Project to construct housing for the Armed Forces.

❑ The 500 - bed Military Hospital at Afari near Kumasi is 80% complete and

the recruitment of staff for the hospital has commenced.

❑ Peace keeping allowance increased and paid from $31 to $35. All

allowances due soldiers at the various missions have been paid, $39

million in arrears have also been paid.



Communication

❑ Government has  launched the  National Digital Property Addressing 
System (NDPAS) to pave way  for every property to be assigned a 
unique identifier. 

❑ Cabinet  has approved the framework agreement between Ghana 
and the Republic of Mauritius for the  establishment of Technology 
Park at Dawa in the Greater Accra.

❑ Government has established a Smart Community Project to provide 
affordable/free WiFi internet services to connect the unserved 
communities across the country. 

❑ Government has established e-Certificate for Company Registration, 
through the  Ministry of Communication and the Registrar General’s 
Department. The portal will provide companies with an effective 
means of transacting business online and reduce time for registering 
companies to 48 hours. 

❑ The National Identification project and the mass issuance of cards is 
on course. 



Railways Development 

❑ Renewed focus on Railway: GHC 518 million has been 
allocated to the sector.

❑ Ghana Railway Company is now generating enough revenue 
to pay their salaries.



ENERGY

❑ Electricity prices have been reduced by 17.5% for households and 30% for 
businesses. 

❑ DUMSOR has been STOPPED.

❑ Established policy to separate VRA’s thermal operations from hydro.

❑ Established a policy to move all major government buildings, schools, 
hospitals, military, and police to solar energy.

❑ Power Purchase Agreements reviewed and prioritized saving $300 million.

❑ Uninterrupted production of oil and gas in the Jubilee Field due to a 
temporary mooring solution. A long term permanent solution is being 
discussed. This solution has saved Government USD 5million per month.



ENERGY

❑ New policy on sulfur content introduced. The sulfur content in fuel 
reduced from the current 3,000pmm to 50pmm.  This reduces 
respiratory diseases triggered by fuel toxins with high sulfur 
content.  Same level as western world and East African countries.

❑ Transparent allocation of petroleum blocks: A team of experts has 
been constituted to work with Petroleum Commission to develop 
regulations for the transparent allocation of petroleum blocks as 
provided by Act 919.

❑ Secured financing for two major rural electrification projects to 
extend electricity to over 800 communities.



Business Development/Employment 

❑ Government has established the National  Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation Plan (NEIP) to provide an integrated national 
support  for early- stage (start-ups) and small businesses.  
NEIP was launched with $ 10 Million.

❑ Government is also implementing the Greening Business 
Management Initiative to train  and equip the youth with 
skills and resources to transform vegetable production in 
Ghana.  Government is therefore implementing the biggest 
Green House Estate Project in West Africa. 

❑ Proposed amendments to the draft companies bill to allow 
for online registration of companies and charges in order to 
reduce the time from three weeks to a day.

❑ Completed first draft of the Coordinated Program of the 
Economic and Social Development Policies (CPESDP) in record 
time of three months. 



Special Initiatives 

❑ Established Ministry of Zongo and Inner City Development: First 
of its kind, to focus on the needs and infrastructural demands of 
the Zongos around the Country.

❑ Zongo Development Fund Bill passed and established with an 
allocation of GHC 219 million. 

❑ Government has establishment three Development Authorities; 
Northern, Middlebelt and Coastal Development Authorities.

❑ Desilting of major drains in Accra has saved the city from floods. 

❑ The Ministry of Roads & Highways has implemented the Persons 
with Disability Toll Collection Initiative where 50% of the Human 
Resource for road toll collection will made up of persons with 
disability.



Health 

❑ Government has restored the Health Trainee Allowance 
covering 54,840 trainees from 77 public health training 
institutions across the country.

❑ Essential equipment have been procured  and deployed 
across the country. These include 212 delivery beds, 200 
delivery set, 51 theatre tables, 45 blood bank fridges, 10 
incubators and several others.

❑ Government has completed the construction of classroom 
blocks for health training institutions at Sampa, 
Asankragua, Pantang and Korle-Bu Critical Care.

❑ Construction of five polyclinics at Oduman, Sege, Bortianor, 
Ashiaman and Adenta in the Greater Accra Region.



Health 

❑ Government approved the recruitment of 15,667 staff, 
comprising 11,573 nurses, 247 doctors, 1,883 support 
staff,938 allied health staff and 14 physician  assistants 
resulting in significant increase in the  number of functional 
CHPS Zones. 

❑ Terms of reference completed to enable selection of auditors 
on competitive basis to undertake forensic audit of the 
January 2016 Central Medical Stores fire Outbreak.
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Thank you


